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AUSTRIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE U.N. Austria first made application for 
membership in the United Nations on July 2, 1947, in a note submitted 
to the Secretary General by Dr, Iudwig lleinwaechter, Austrian Minis- 
ter to the United States. The matter was then discussed at a meeting 
of the Security Council on duly 10. At this session the American and 
Russian delegates took positions that were to be maintained through- 
out later discussions, Austria's eligibility for membership was sup- 
ported by the American stand, which defined Austria's status as that 
of an independent, liberated nation, in keeping with the decision 
reached at lloscow in: November 1945, The U.S.S.R., on the other hand, 
hela that Austria's application could not be considered until an Aus- 
trian treaty had been concluded, The official U.S. view, as frequent- 
ly stated, was that the treaty with Austria was not a peace treaty and 
therefore could not be compared to settlements with countries such as 
Italy or Eungary. It was further pointed out that delays in arriving 
at a treaty were not due to questions as to Austria's status as a 
sovereign country, but rather to disagreements among the four occupy- 
ing powers, The matter was referred to the Committee on Admissions, 
where the debate followed a similar pattern, Austria's application 
came before the Security Council for action on August 18, 1947, and 
on August 21 favorable action was blocked by a Russian veto, despite 

a strong majority vote in favor of admitting Austria (8 to 1, with 

2 abstentions.) 

An American resolution urging the Security Council to recon- 
sider Austria's application was adopted by a committee of the General 
Assembly on November 10, and by the General Assembly itself at its 
plenary meeting on November 17, both times by an overwhelming majority. 
The matter again came before the Security Council on April 10, 1948, 
together with applications from a number of other countries. Since 
there had been no change in the Russian point of view, further dis- 
cussion of the question was adjourned for an indefinite period. 

Even though Austria has not been admitted to the parent body, 
she is a member of a number of specialized agencies and organizations 
of the U.N., admission to these not being subject to the veto, 

Austria at present belongs to the International Labor Organization, 
the International Civil Aviation Organization, UNESCO, the Food and 
Agricultural Organization, the World Health Organization, and the 
International Trade Organization, On April 8, 1948, Austria was ad- 
mitted to membership in the International Monetary Fund and the 
international Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 





AUSTRIA AT DANUBE CONFERENCE, Ina statement to the second session 
of the Danube Conference in Belgrade, the Austrian Delegate Mr, Orsi- 
ni-Rosenberg expressed regret that Austria would not be permitted to 
participate as a voting member, and on that account would have to 
reserve her position regarding decisions reached at the Conference, 
Mr, Orsini-Rosenberg pointed out that Austria had a paramount inter- 
est in Danubian affairs in that the Danube was Austria's only water 
link to the Sea and that Austria's interests were closely connected 
to those of the other Danube states, He urged that a policy of free 
navigation covering the entire length of the Danube be adopted, and 
that free access to Danube waters be given the ships of all nations, 
The Austrian delegate stressed that Danubian navigation would become 
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increasingly the concern of all Europe as new connecting waterways 
were developed and as technical advances made it possible for ocean- 
going vessels to use the river, 

The American and British delegations supported the Austrian 
position, While full Austrian participation in the administration 
of the Danube had not been foreseen until the completion of the Ause- 
trian treaty, it was felt that the mere fact that the treaty had not 
been signed should not be an impediment, since the only unresolved 
treaty questions were reparations disputes of minor importance, The 
other delegations did not question Austria's interest in control of 
the Danube, but insisted that their policy of excluding Austria from 
voting participation could not be modified until a treaty had been 
Signed. The Soviet delegate, lIir, Vishinsky, strongly opposed 
Austria's demand, stating that the door was always open to those who 
wished to cooperate in the Conference, and that it was likewise open 
to those who wished to leave, 


CIVIL AVIATION IN AUSTRIA, Austria officially became a member of the 
international Civil Aviation Organization on June 30, with ratifica- 
tion by the lower house of Parliament, but there is at present no 
civil aviation whatsoever in the country. The only airlines are 
operated by the occupying powers, as are all Austrian airports, Be- 
fore the war, Austria maintained six airports for use by civilian 
aviators, the one at Vienna-Aspern being equipped with all modern 
facilities and safety devices, The Austrian Airlines (Oesterreichi- 
sche Luftverkehrsgesellschaft) were founded in 1923, and by 1938, 
when the Germans moved in, had flown a total of some 7.5 million 
kilometers. In conjunction with 10 other European airlines, the 
Austrian line connectec Vienna with all major cities in Europe, 
During the war a number of airports were built for military use which 
could easily be converted to civilian purposes, Until the policy of 
the occupation powers changes, however, civilian flying is destined 
to remain a dead issue in Austria, 





SOVIET SURVEY OF AUSTRIAN BUSINESS. During July the Soviet Komman- 
datura in Wiener heustadt released a questionnaire to be answered by 
all business enterprises in its territory. The current survey is far 
more detailed than an earlier one conducted in November, 1947, the 
latter having been limited to an investigation into consumption of 
raw materials and power, The present survey, according to business 
men, violates matters which are usually regarded as legitimately con- 
fidential, and there is some fear that the information obtained may be 
used to give Soviet-operated businesses (USIA plants, seized as 
German assets) competitive acvantages over privately-owned enterprises, 
The information demanded includes: the names of suppliers of raw 
materials; names, addresses and party membership of owners, managers, 
chief accountants and workers! representatives; production capacity; 
detailed monthly production figures for 1938, 1945, 1945-473; complete 
list of all export transactions; a minute accounting of current 
operations, together with a full explanation of any loss in pro- 
duction, | 

For some time past, the Russian occupation authorities have been 
attempting to assemble data on business operation in their own Zone 
and in the zones of the other three occupying powers, At one time 
they approached the Russian “one Chambers of Commerce for this pur- 
pose, Trade association officials in the Soviet zone have been 
threatened by indictments before Russian military courts if full 
information about business in the non-Soviet zones was not forth- 
coming. The mines and iron-working trade association, and that of 
the lumber industry, provide two such examples, The Austrian govern- 
ment is anxious to protect Austrian business from unfair competition 
by Soviet-managed industry, and has submitted the matter to the 
Allied Control Council, claiming that the survey requires joint 
action inasmuch as information is sought concerning all four zones, 
The Austrian press interprets this move to mean that no questionnaires 
have to be filled out until the Allied Council has reached a decision 
on the matter, 





RUSSIANS RESUME SEIZURES OF RAILROAD MATERIAL. Soviet expropriations 
of railroad supplies from a warehouse at Woerth on the grounds that 
they were German assets were temporarily halted when Chancellor Leo- 
pold Figl intervened. Soviet General Kurasov agreed to halt the 
seizures until the status of the property had been more exactly de- 
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termined, but despite this agreement the Russian occupation authori- 


ties have again begun to carry away material which Austrian sources 
describe as valuable and irreplaceable, 


DISPLACED PERSONS IN AUSTRIA, At the enc of the first half of 1948 
there were more than 447 000 displaced persons remaining in Austria, 
149 000 of these were in the American zone, 155 000 in the British 
zone, 68 OOO in the French zone, and 75 000 in the Soviet zone. In 
its first year of operation, ended June 30, the International 
Refugee Organization resettled approximately 37 000 DP's, Of these, 
8410 went to Great Britain, 5402 to France, 4812 to Canada, 1503 to 
the U.S., 1417 to Venezuela, 1412 to Brazil, 1206 to Chile, and 1073 
to Sweden. Repatriations were: Germany, 8177; Yugoslavia, 1688; 
Poland, 1131; Hungary, 751. Austria has permanently admitted 23 709 
displaced persons, and has granted citizenship to approximately 10 000, 





EXTRADITION PhOCEHDINGS AGAINST FORMER GAULEITER,. The Provincial 
Assembly of Tyrol has requested American authorities in Germany to 
grant extradition of the former Tyrol Gauleiter Hofer as a war 


criminal, Hofer is at present awaiting trial on similar charges in 
bachau,. 





COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH BIZONIA, The first exchange agreement between 
Austria and Western Germany has now been completed, Under the terms 
of the treaty, Austria will supply magnesite and magnesite ore, gra- 
phite, lumber and wood products, wood fiber plates, newsprint, talcum, 
railroad cars, plumbing supplies, hats, knitted goods, and books, In 
exchange Bizonia is expected to provide iron and steel pipe, machines 
and machine parts, vehicles, electrical fixtures, chemicals and phar- 
maceuticals, leather, fired clay products, and hops. The original 
agreement underwent considerable modification by JEIA authorities 

in Frankfurt before being adopted. 





AUSTRIAN PAPER EXPORTS. In its largest sales of paper since the end 
of hostilities, Austria sold two shipments, valued at $160 O00 and 
$200 000 respectively, to Hungary. Both sales were compensation 
transactions whereby Hungary will also receive coal for home use, 
fruits and vegetables, The paper industry hopes to complete arrange- 
ments for a further sale of paper worth $1.5 million to Hungary before 
September, 

Total paper exports for the first five months of 1948 came to 
24 000 tons, or about 75% of the quantity exported in the same period 
in 1937, Italy is the largest consumer of Austrian paper, absorbing 
10% of all exports. Next comes Switzerland, followed by England, 
Greece, Yugoslavia, and countries served via Denmark and Holland. 
Most exports to Southeastern Europe are compensation deals, under 
which Austria purchases tobacco, Exports to Greece total 10 000 
tons annually, or about $2.5 million worth. Transactions with 
Turkey are expected to exceed this amount, Austria receiving in re- 
turn foodstuffs and figs with which to prepare coffee substitutes, 
Negotiations with England and Italy this fall are expected to lead 
to expanded shipments to these countries, 





PRODUCTION FIGURES, The monthly production rate for 1948 is ex- 
ceeding the 1937 rate in many industries. Typical monthly increases 
over 1937 are: soft coal, 4%; salt, 87%; pig iron, 38%; aluminun, 
180%; electric bulbs, 49%; caustic soda, 56%; synthetic fertilizers, 
301%; matches, 94%; glass products, 80%; and flat glass, 196%, 

In March, 1948, only 40% of all factories had reached full pro- 
duction, while 60% were operating at only about half of capacity. 





MINING PRODUCTS. During the first half of 1948 there was a consid- 
erable increase in the production of Austrian mines. Coal output 
was 1.8 million tons, 5% more than prewar, Iron ore production was 
double the 1947 rate, and increases were observed in lead, tin and 
copper, Magnesite production during the first half was 178 000 tons 
compared with 96 000 tons in the first half of 1947. 


IRON AND STEEL. Production in the iron and steel industries, although 
handicapped by a shortage of scrap, increased from May to June, Pig 
iron output in June was 51 700 tons, compared to 49 229 tons in May. 
Steel production was 57 O00 tons in June, 42 424 tons in May. Fabri- 
cated steel output in June totalled 33 600 tons, against 27 550 tons 
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in May. 


WOOD FIBER BOARD, ‘Two kinds of wood fiber board are produced in 
Austria: soft fiber sheets from 10 to 13 millimeters thick, used for 
sound and temperature insulation, which sell for 6 or 7 schillings 
per square meter, and hard fiber board 4 millimeters thick, used 
mainly as a substitute for plywood in the furniture industry, which 
costs 10 schillings per square meter, The industry produces annually 
2e5 million square meters of soft fiber board and 1.5 million square 
meters of hard fiber board, with a total value of 30 million schil- 
lings. About 60% of output is exported. The fiber board industry 
is led only by the makers of prefabricated houses as an exporter of 
wood products. 


EMPLOYMENT DURING JUNE, In Austria as a whole, employment in June, 
1948, was 54.1% greater than in June, 1936, while in some regions, 
notably Upper Austria and Salzburg, employment was twice as great as 
in 1956. Vienna showed the smallest increase, with a gain of only 
204% 





REDUCTION IN WHOLESALE PRICES, The wholesale price index (Base 1938 
=100) for the second quarter of 1948 dropped to 279.2 from the March 
figure of 290.1. Raw material prices, however, increased from a March 
index of 315.7 to 324.2 in June (1938 base). 





BANK NOTES IN CIRCULATION, Bank notes in circulation in June amounted 
to 4 514 million schillings, an increase of 480 million schillings 
over March, but a reduction of 1072.7 million schillings from June, 
1947, 





DIFFERENTIAL MEAT PRICE REDUCTIONS. After September 13, families 

with an income of less than 1000 schillings a month will be issued 
certificates entitling them to reduced prices for meats, This arrange- 
ment has been brought avout by a partial government subsidy for meat 
producers, specifically designed to benefit low-income groups, 





PIANS FOR ELECTRIFICATION, Austria's plans for widespread electri- 
fication call for construction of works at Enns with an annual capa- 
city of 700 million kilowatt hours, and at Salzburg (Kaprun Plant) 
which will have a storage capacity of 220 million KWH. The Dionysen 
Works in Styria are being expanded, and the Salza Storage Plant near 
Grimming and the Lavamund works in Carinthia are virtually completed, 
The Silvretta Dam in Vorarlberg has been enlarged, and overhead power 
lines are being installed from the Tyrol, It is expected that in ten 
years Austria's annual power capacity will be more than 10 billion 
KWH. 





RECLAMATION PROJECT Ili VORARLBERG, The Austrian government is finan- 
cing a drainage project which will make arable several thousand hec- 
tares of land in northwestern Vorarlberg, Past experience indicates 
that land so reclaimed produces excellent wheat, corn and potatoes, 
while crops are at present limited to an inferior grade of hay. 





SURPLUS AMERICAN UNIFORMS DYED IN AUSTRIA. More than a million items 
of surplus American army uniforms purchased by the Austrian government 
have been dyed to conform to regulations governing civilian use of 
such clothing. Between 500 000 and 600 000 more pieces are ready to 
be processed, The Austrian dyeing industry can handle 250 000 pieces 
of clothing a month, and is prepared for further purchases of surplus 
uniforms in the fall, Thirty thousand kilograms of dyes have been 
purchased abroad for use in this program, 





VIENNA FASHION INSTITUTE, The Austrian fashion industries have 
announced that they will reopen their House of Fashions in Vienna, 
This institution will be devoted to promoting esthetic improvements 
in fashion design, the creation of new styles, and the establishment 
of fashion industry training courses in collaboration with the art 
departments of Austrian schools of higher learning. 





NEW PUBLICATION ON EASTERN EUROPE. A quarterly dealing with East 
Central and Southeastern European affairs, the EASTERN REVIEW, was 
recently launched in Austria, Emphasis is placed on cultural de- 
velopments, although all subjects concerning Eastern Europe are cone 
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sidered within the scope of the magazine, EASTERN REVIEW is edited 
by Dr, Josef Matl, Professor of Slavic Philology at the University of 
Graz, and Dr, H, Ff. Schmid, Professor of Eastern European History at 
the University of Vienna, and is published in English, German and 
French, Contributions from authorities in all parts of the world are 
welcomed, 

Articles from early issues include studies on ancient Slav 
religion, Masaryk and Pan-Slavism, the Orthodox Church today, Dostoiev- 
sky, Eastern European history and politics, and reviews of important 
books in the field, 


AUSTRIAN GAME PRESERVES OPENED TO VISITORS. Beginning in mid-Septem- 
ber, tourists in Austria may obtain hunting licenses for the first 
time since the end of the war, Austria's Alpine provinces, especially 
Styria, abound with game. The Alpine chamois is the most highly 
prized quarry, and before the war sportsmen came from all over the 
world to hunt these animals high above the snow line, Deer, marmot, 
and game birds are also plentiful. Guides and accommodations cost 
very little and are easily obtained, Detailed information about 
hunting in Austria is available from R, F, lMattesich, Austrian State 
Tourist Department, 50 West 10th St., New York 11, N.Y. 





TOURISTS IN SALZBURG, The number of visitors to Salzburg during July 
showed a marked increase over July, 1947. 15 400 Austrians visited 
Salzburg during the month, compared to 5794 in July of last year, 
The number of guests from various foreign countries during July was 
as follows: Germany, 2523; Hungary, 68 (155 in 1947); Czechoslovakia, 
51 (267 in 1947); U.S., 198 (S1 in 1947); England, 89 (12 in 1947); 
Switzerland, 311 (21 in 1947); Italy, 160 (38 in 1947); Belgium, 61 
(1 in 1947); France, 50 (11 in 1947); Holland, 89 (12 in 1947); and 
Sweden, 23 (2 in 1947). During the first four days of August, 1286 
foreign tourists arrived in Salzburg, compared to 798 in the same 
period last year, 

The ancestral home of the Counts of Waldersdorff, one of the 
architectural wonders of Salzburg, built in 1407, has now been con- 
verted into a modern hotel. Other hotels now in use by the occupying 
forces are expected to be returned shortly, and will be thoroughly 
modernized for the tourist trade, 





INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON HIGH®R EDUCATION, The Fourth International 
Congress on problems of higher edqucation will be held in Alpbach 
beginning August 21. The convention will assemble 450 university 
teachers from 16 European nations for discussions of economic, socio- 
logical and philosophical questions, The Congress will feature 
addresses by Nobel Prize wirmers Prof, Erwin Schroedinger of Dublin 
and Prof, E, Chain of Oxford, An extensive cultural program will be 
offered, including concerts, an open-air presentation of the original 
version of "Faust", film showings, an exhibition of Austrian paintings 
and an exhibit of English, French, Swiss and Austrian books. 

It is hoped that a permanent Office for European University 
Cooperation will be established in Vienna for the purpose of setting 
standard requirements for scientific degrees, 





MARIA JERITZA IN VIENNA, The noted singer Maria Jeritza, now an 
American citizen, gave a recital in Vienna on August 8 for the benefit 
of the Children's Charities, “his fall she will be a guest of the 
Vienna State Opera, and expects to give performances of Tosca and 
Cavalleria Rusticana in the An der Wien theater, Upon her return to 
the U.S., Mme, Jeritza plans to start a campaign to raise funds for 
the reconstruction of the Vienna State Opera building. 





EXHIBITS OF ALBERTINA COLLECTION, Although its permanent home was 
badly damaged during the war, the famous Albertina Collection of fine 
arts lost none of its pictures and is conducting loan exhibitions in 
London, Stockholm and Zurich, Another foreign show is planned for 
Paris in the fall, as are two exhibits of Schiele drawings in Vienna, 
The collection was founded in the 18th Century by Duke Albert of 
Sachsen-Teschen, and its growth has been continuous ever since, At 
present, the collection is especially interested in encouraging the 
efforts of younger Austrian artists, Reconstruction of the collece 
tion's home is being impeded by building priorities, but its facilities 
are being operated nonetheless, The Albertina has a library open to 
the public. Library losses have now been largely replaced, mairly by 
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acquisitions from foreign sources, The Albertina also operates a 
photocopy service to satisfy public demand for reproductions of its 
pictures, The collection is under the direction of Dr. Benesch, 
who returned from New York in 1947 to take over its supervision. 


LAMP COLLECTION ACQUIRED BY VIENNA HNUSEUM. A collection of 1200 

lighting devices assembled by Lt. Col. Le v. Benesch of the Austrian 
army, and including specimens from all historical periods, has been 
acquired by the Ethnological liuseum in Vienna, Col, Benesch has 
described his collection, gathered during his years of service in 
Austria and elsewhere, in a recent monograph, Among the items in 
the collection are medieval taper holders, Roman oil lamps, candle- 
sticks and igniting devices, candle molds and wick trimmers, 





ANCIENT REMAINS IN CARINTHIA. Remnants of a late Roman village were 
unearthed in July, 5000 feet up on the slopes of Mt, Ullrich, called 
in Roman times Mons Carantunus, The ruins have long been known to 
exist. The Gothic Church of St, Ullrich which now occupies the 
mountaintop is successor to a number of places of a which once 
stood on the spot. The church contains an antique mar? c*+one 
inscribed with a dedication to Isis Noreia, which was once the 
cornerstone of a Roman temple whose foundations were uncovered in 
1937. At one time there existed a shrine for Celtic rites, and later 
an early Christian church of which parts still remain, 
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